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Founded in 1922, AHEPA (the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association) has been a
steadfast advocate for the Greek American community and a broader champion of civil rights and social
justice. As the oldest and largest Greek-American organization in the United States, AHEPA has
consistently leveraged its influence to combat discrimination, promote cultural understanding, and
support educational and philanthropic initiatives.

AHEPA’s mission extends beyond serving the Greek American community; it encompasses the promotion
of civic engagement, combating prejudice of all forms, and fostering intercultural and interfaith alliances.
During the Civil Rights Movement, AHEPA members actively participated in supporting African American
communities, recognizing that the fight against racism was a collective struggle that transcended ethnic
and cultural boundaries.

Shared Commitment to Justice and Equality

Both Martin Luther King Jr. and AHEPA recognized that the fight against discrimination required solidarity
across different communities. Their shared commitment to justice and equality was evident in their
collaborative efforts to address systemic racism and promote social change.

Archbishop lakovos’s Support in Selma

A poignant example of this collaboration is the involvement of Archbishop lakovos of the Greek
Orthodox Church, a prominent leader within both AHEPA and the religious community, in the Selma to
Montgomery marches of 1965. Archbishop lakovos’s presence in Selma on March 15, 1965, underscored
the Greek Orthodox Church and AHEPA’s dedication to supporting the Civil Rights Movement. His
participation served as a powerful statement against prejudice and segregation, highlighting the
importance of interfaith and intercultural alliances in the pursuit of a just society.

The Struggle to Fight Discrimination

The struggle against discrimination during this period was multifaceted, involving legal battles, grassroots
activism, and the mobilization of various community organizations. Both Martin Luther King Jr. and
AHEPA played crucial roles in these efforts:

1. Advocacy and Legislation: King’s leadership was instrumental in advocating for civil rights legislation
that dismantled legal segregation and protected voting rights. Similarly, AHEPA worked to influence
public policy and legislation to ensure broader protections against discrimination, not only for African
Americans but for all marginalized communities.

2. Community Mobilization: King mobilized African American communities through marches, boycotts,
and nonviolent protests, fostering a sense of unity and purpose. AHEPA, leveraging its extensive
network, supported these initiatives by providing resources, organizing events, and encouraging Greek
Americans to participate in the broader struggle for civil rights.



3. Education and Awareness: Education was a cornerstone of both King’s and AHEPA's strategies. King
emphasized the importance of educating both black and white Americans about the injustices of
segregation and the need for equality. AHEPA focused on promoting cultural understanding and
combating stereotypes through educational programs, scholarships, and public dialogues.

4. Moral and Ethical Appeal: King’s speeches and writings appealed to the moral conscience of the
nation, urging Americans to live up to the ideals of freedom and equality enshrined in the Constitution.
AHEPA mirrored this approach by advocating for ethical treatment of all individuals, regardless of their
background, and promoting values of mutual respect and dignity.

Legacy and Continued Impact

The combined efforts of Martin Luther King Jr. and AHEPA have left an indelible mark on American
society. King’s vision of a “Beloved Community” where all individuals live in harmony and equality
continues to inspire movements for social justice worldwide. AHEPA’s ongoing commitment to fighting
discrimination and promoting cultural understanding ensures that the principles of equality and justice
remain at the forefront of its mission.

Today, both King’s legacy and AHEPA’s work serve as reminders of the power of collective action and the
importance of standing in solidarity against injustice. Their intertwined histories demonstrate that
meaningful progress is achieved not only through individual leadership but also through the unwavering
support and collaboration of diverse communities united by a common goal.

The collaboration between Martin Luther King Jr. and AHEPA exemplifies the essence of unity in the face
of adversity. Their joint struggle against discrimination was not just a battle for African American rights
but a fight for the ethical and moral advancement of the entire nation. As we honor their contributions,
it is imperative to carry forward their legacy by continuing to advocate for justice, equality, and the
betterment of our country. By embracing the spirit of collaboration and mutual support, we can build
upon their achievements and strive toward a more inclusive and equitable society for all.

By reflecting on the shared history and values of Martin Luther King Jr. and AHEPA, we are reminded of
the profound impact that unified efforts can have in overcoming discrimination and fostering a more
equitable nation.




